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Ocean users can play an important role in efforts to save
whales in distress. Report injured, entangled, ship-struck,
and other large whale health concerns to NOAA Fisheries’
24/7 Hotline at 1-877-9-AKR-PRD (1-877-925-7773), or
hail the U.S. Coast Guard on VHF CH-16. Prompt reporting is
the best way to help the distressed animal. The back of this
card prompts important information necessary to launch an
appropriate response. The information provided may also
help reduce incidents in the future.

Safety first! Rescue attempts can be dangerous for rescuers
and the animal. Do not approach closely (within 100 yards)
or assist distressed marine mammals without guidance and
authorization from authorities. Try to obtain video or photos
showing injuries and entangling gear. Otherwise draw an
approximation of the injuries and/or entanglement below.

Please be aware that it is not possible or appropriate to
respond to every entangled or otherwise distressed marine
mammal. Ship-struck animals may be monitored and
assessed. If a response is to be mounted, standing by and
monitoring the animal from a safe distance (100 yards) until
responders can arrive is extremely valuable.

The Alaska Regional Marine Mammal Stranding Network
is a group of dedicated marine mammal professionals and
volunteers under the direction of NOAA's National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) Office of Protected Resources. The
Network is tasked with responding to whales entangled in
fishing gear and marine debris. These highly trained and
experienced teams include marine biologists, veterinarians,
mariners, fishers, and other volunteers coordinating with
several governmental agencies including NMFS, NOAA
Enforcement, US Coast Guard, and state agencies under the
authority of NOAA Fisheries’ Marine Mammal Health and
Stranding Response Program (permit # 932 -1905).
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